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bed as ir. - there had been 
1 pürpgſely alfembled at Mr. 
Jon «ery body who could g give 
a general idea of the World. 

My Uncle, a Farmer: General, ar and 4 
F avonrite of Fortune, had a Levee 
not a little numerous. I will not 
attempt giving che picture of 


this Uncle: except ſome ridicu- 
Vol. II. B | lous 


f 


1 which: Naturally Be- 
ng to that profeſſion, | he was like 


2 „ 


eher men. 1 believe he would 


have had many good qualities, if 


the neceſſity of living like his fel- 


low-membors had not ag a cloud 


over them. 


MR. De 3 faithful to that 
title which his ſtation gave him, had 


taken a great deal of pains to gain 
one of the beſt Cooks in Paris; and 


_ * 


the ſucceſs of his paing we now 
experienced. A ſupper where Taſte 


was carried to the utmoſt profu- 
ſion, drew from the greateſt, part of 
his gueſts compliments without 
number. Bu: It muſt be confeſſed, 
+a 2 ih 14 


: 
{) 


N * 
1 
fl 
': 
1 
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replied he, mithoanair of ſaisfac- 
tion, chat ty Cook fbands alone: 
5 and indeed: the Duke of B-2has 
eneglected nothingtoinduce him to 
* leave me; but a hundred piſtbles 
added to his foriner Appointment 
*has confirmed biin in my ſetvice. 


ay 
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51s WAS curious to roy Post, .Wcre 
ihe; wages of this extraordinary 
man, and 1 learned that he recely- 
ed annually a. thouſand crowns 
without the Turn of theſStaf. This 
expreſtion was new 495 me. . My 
Uncle told me yvrhat was the mean- 
ing of it; and added, that he 
made it a rule to Wink at ſmall 
faults in theſe people, when they 
had. merit: in their way. 


B 2 Tur 
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Tus converſation rolled 4 long 
while: on this ſubject, in "which 
Look but little part. I ſtudi- 
ed the countenance of each gueſt; 
and among twenty perſons, who 
were preſent, there was not one 
who did not diſtinguiſn himſelf by 
ſome ridiculous fingularity, beſides 
thoſe which he had in common 
with others. But he who fixed 


my attention moſt, was a Gentle- 


man placed at the lower end of 
the table between Mr. Janſon' 8 two 
fons ; he appeared a ſtranger, and 
not one of the gueſts deigned to 
addreſs him in converſation. His 
mortified air convinced me that he 
felt all the contempt which was 

1 ſhewn 


Tas TRIUMUTH o TRUTH,! 5! 
ſhewn him: he ſeemed uneaſy. when 
he was. obliged to call for any 
thing; and I remarked that the 
ſervants never ſerved him, n 
Lk had tang elſe to do. 


10 couLD not help wiſhing to — 
the reaſon why this man was in a 
place where nobody ſeemed to take 
notice of him. I had very ſoon an 
opportunity of ſatisfying my curi- 
oſity; for when the deſſert came on 
table, he went out with my Cou- 
fins: I then aſked my Unt ken who 
2 mute perſon was. 


1 ; 


| oe” Hs is,”. replied be, © a Pe- 
« dant, who teaches: my | Sons to 
= | B 3 7 &« bar. 
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, barbarize: ſome Latin Words: 

%a perſon: who has not com- 
mon ſenſe, ant yet thinks himſelf 
j the moſt learried man in France.“ ; 


Thisreply of thy Uncle's gave oc- 
caſion to a diſcourſe on Tutors, 


ty ©3220 Ni IS cn 370% 3 
Jr is a a fel truth,” ſaid one 
of the gueſts, that this ſett of 
t people are proper objects of ri - 
4 dicule. The: moſt part join to 
middling abilities an inſapport-. 
44 able a preſumption, without ; the 
« ſeaſt knowledge of the World, 
te which they ought to be acquaint- 


«ed with to be able to inſtruct 


8 * their Pupils. Such Is the man 


4 * whom they call a a Precdptor.” 
W 


Tar TRIUMPH or TRU TH. 7 

Ir aſtoniſhes me,“ replied I. 
addreſſing. myſelf to my Uncle, 
that you ſhould intruft ro the 
* care of ſuch a perſ6n' all that you 
hold. moſt dear. Every thing 
60 depends on the firſt impreſſion J 
60 the heart of a child. i is as ſoft as 
6 wax, which eaſily takes the print. 
8 Of what i importance, then, is it to 
put it only into the hands, of peo- 

« ple of diſtinguiſhed merit? What 
„ paints ſhould we not- take” in the 
« chbice: of nm err. 


4 4 3 SY, 


WAS 


« You are in the pine 25 dad my 
Uncle; it were much to be wiſhed 
that people of merit would em- 
«. ploy themſelves in that way; but 

B 4 « the 


8. T»s,TRIUMPH;on TRUTH. 
« the misfortune of it is, there is 


« no choice: : Except a very {mall 


60 number, they are all ſuch as you 
1 have e juſt now ſeen,” 


1 > 


182 


4 T can ealily conbeeb it,” repli- | 
ed I; 1 and if you will permit me, 


«7 will convince you that i it is im- 


1 poffible for a man of merit to be 
4 „willing to accept of ſuch an em- 


T oj 
4 Coin; Nude * cried Mr 
De Janſon; © you will do me a 


2 eil to prove this _— 


* bility,” 
Mv Wale made me heſitate; 
but making an effort to vanquiſh it, 


er TRIUMPH or TRUTH: 9. 


Idemanded of my Uncle what he 
r yearly to his Son's Tutor. 1 


1 42 3 plat livres oh y 


« table,” replied he. 


* ; 3156.4 * 


| "vp a thouſand « crowns, to. 
«your Cook,” added I, laughing. 


MI. De Fart, who" did "hor 
want ſenſe, was ſtruck with this re- 
| fle&ion, and, conyinced that It was 
jut. * But,” continued be, «a 
co greater ſalary would be more 
« than equal to the deſert of the 
*« perſon you have ſeen this even- 
67 ing; would it not e 
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Ves, cevtathlyg7 Haid, , but! 
— wald encourage men of ſupe: : 


<« rior talents to take upon them ſo 
ei mpertant an employ, if they 
« were paid in à matter worthy 
6 their abilities, Ton education 
« of Children is, as 1 have be⸗ 


«fire Hd, the moſt eſfcntlal 


£& * thing 1 in the world, and. Parents 
« are. the: people whoſe duty it is 
« to .give it them: 3 therefore, 
6 « their avocations or their inabili- 
0 ties will not permit them to do 
* it themſelves, they ought to ſpare 
no pains to find one capable of 
6 : ſupplying. their deficiency ; and 
« having found one, it ought to be 
& thei care that he is rewarded and 
« reſpeted, A Father ſhould 
ce transfer 


4 — to nn own * 
« rity;; and exact, from. his chil- 
« dren; the ſame duty to be ſhewn, 
* to their Tutor, that they ſhew to, 
« himſelf,” “ ar 


As ſoon ag Lhad done ſpeaking, 
I threw my eyes on my Father, fear: 
ing I. had faid too, much; but the 
air of ſatisfaction that was. ſpread 
over his face aſſured me of the con- 
Aff» col 6fy 1H T2 cid a doidw 
RT EE * "5 x 7 

Nias gay | cs n toqk 
place of, perhaps, the moſt ſeri- 
ous ſubject that was ever, treat- 
ed of at the table of a F armer 
Censrelt. It was very 115 in hs 
evening 


* 
* 
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evening before we Parted, and my 
Vile, when we tool leave of bim, 


gave me praiſes, which / flatter- 


ed me the more, as they were ſin- 


cere. - > *atvm 


"Tar following days were ſpent 


in indiſpenſible vifits. My Uncle 


waited with impatience for our be- 


ing free, that he might make us 


partake with kim the pleaſures 
which in Paris are every day ſpring- 
ing under the feet of people of 
large fortune. This life, thus va- 
ned and made as agreeable as poſ- 
fible, did not fill my deſires, Ac- 
cuſtomed to reflect, I ſighed for 
that tranquility which would leave 


3 


Taz TRIUMPH.or- TRUTH. 2 
me ſome moments to. enjoy, my on 
thoughts. My. Father. whom 
made acquainted with m my inclina- 
tion, aſſured me, that as ſoon as he 
had paid what was due to good 
manners, he ae OY me to 
follow my taſte... bib A 
"Tat: tithe” of Wbt being 
paſſed, and Paris every day grow. 
ing more and more tumultu- 
ous, he was willing to give me 
ſome relief; and propoſed going 
to Rouen to ſee a relation who had 
written to invite us. Nothing 
could be kinder than the recep- 
tion we met with. He was a 
man of conſiderable fortune, who 
019 51% had 
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I Fur TRIUNMFR U TRUTH, 
HAY Been d Ido wer the yedts; he 
bak onty tus ctildren, a fön who 
Was kllen Jol Elin and a daughter 
whowas'a Nun, in a very auſtere 
Höhle ar Paris. 
3,30 ing Highs + err 
We did not fee Mei De Cobcy 
(that was the name of our relation) 
"ill very late the day we arrived at 
Rouen 3 he, 48 well as the whole 
city, 'were engaged at the Unravel- 
ling of a (fatal Tragedy. I am 
perſunded the Reader will not be 
aiſpteaſed es have à detail of this 
gvent. wy ety 1c Tort 
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„Mz. Patrier an 
4 No only ohe San, in whote 


education 


te 


JN 


Tw'TRIUMPWeor TRUTH, 4; 


<ducation. ted teedpared nothing. The - 

Son:anſweredithewiſhes of < Fa- 
ther, and thetꝭ was feaſon to hope 
ſo perfect an union would not have 
ended but with life but an unfor- 
tunate paſſion" tore flom both"that 


tenderneſs which ſeemed to be eter- 


greateſt crimes, and ſoon into the 


misfortunes which e 1 
ue Wir obi - 
PA boar 1 itgpiotgs Wen 2rty 


Tour Patrier made an acquaint- 
ance with a girl, who lived in the 
beſt part of the town. Birth, wit, 
talents, all ſeemed to contribute to 
render her accompliſhed. Patrier 
found her ſo, and ſoon became the 
1308 ee 7 
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moſt amorous of all men. In ſpite 
of the diſproportion that there 
was betwixt his fortune and hers, 
he. flattered himſelt, that his Father 
would not obſtinately render him 
miſerable, by refuſing to unite him 
to the only perſon whom he thought 
capable of making him happy for 
life, What was then his aſtoniſn- 
ment when his Father, by a ceprice 
of which he could never divine 
the motive, abſolutely refuſed him 
his miſtreſs, e * be had 
other te him. bv nt 


4 


| Dozixo ſome months, our Lover 


uſed every means in his power to 


i 


6 WF ww IS 1 


touch the heart of his F ather; and 
finding it in vain, the — 


which 
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heart a paſſion which could not 


owed to the Author of his be- 
ing, threw him into a diſeaſe which 
brought him co the gates of Death, 
Happy bad: it been for him, if 
Fate had then cyt ſhort his days, 
and preſerved his virtue. The 
ſtrength of his conſtitution, and the 
care Which was taken of him, rer 
ſtored his health: but ſeeing chat 
the. danger he had been in had 
been inſufficient. to ſoften, his Fa- 
ther, he thought he owed nothing 


to. his tenderneſs ; ; And hearken- | 


to marry without his conſent. The 
Vor. II. 9 Father 


* — 
Q _ 
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Father did not appear ſurpriſed at 
this action, but ſent for a Notaty, 
and coolly diſinherited his Son; ap- 
pearing abſolutely to forget he was 
any longer a Father; he even went 
ſo far as to plunge himſelf into the 
moſt frightful debauches, and made 
his houſe à ſeraglio for the moſt 
abandoned vretehes. Not contented 
with ſpending his yearly income in 
rior, he leſſened his effate, by felling 
part of it. So ſtrange a conduct 
aſtoniſned the whole Town Thoſe 
who had moſt highly diſapprov- 
ed of the Son's marriage, felt 
themſelves touched with compaſ⸗ ; 
fon for r Folgend dong 
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Tur young Man and his Wife 
lived the firſt years of their mar- 
riage on what he had carried with 
him; but his family growing nu - 
merous, he was very ſoon reduced 
ſand times, with his young ones, 
he. watched the moment when he 
could find his barbarous Father 
in ſome houſes where he had ac- 
ceſs and throwing himſelf at 
his, feet, conjured him to have 
pity on thoſe innocent victims of 
his wrath; a hundred; times the 


moſt conſiderable people in the 
place employed themſelves in 


endeavouring to ſoften him i 
| an C 2 ee. 
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fayour of this unfortunate fami- 


©» wo 


ly: but he always roplied, he ne- 
ver Had but one Son, and Had 
looked on him as dead from "He 
moment that he! was married, * 
ALL the friends * s wy 
ral Father abandoned him, and he 
was reduced to the ſociety of a few 
miſerable wrete ches, who. thou; ght 
only of enriching themſetves 55 his 
diflipations, The Son fübſiſted 
a long while on the many fuctours 
which his friends procured: Him ; 
but theſe ' refources diminiſtied by 
degrees, atid his Wife aw him 
obliged © to manual labour, to 
_— bread for his - wretched 


2 children. 


ow off =o» 
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children. Till then, the had en- 
gaged "the eſteem of the whole 
world by her ſweetneſs, patience, 
and good ebnduct. But whether 
ſhe had naturally a bad heart, or 
whether misfortune had ſoured her 
character ſo as entirely to change 
it, ſhe now began to murmur high- 

ty at the inflexibility of her Father- 
| in-law, who was arrived at his ſixti- 
eth year, and much weakened by 
debauches. This gave occaſion 
to a friend of young Patrier to ay 
to him one day, in preſence of his 
Wife, that he ought to comfort 
himſelf by hope of the death of his 
Father; for the Parliament of 
Rouen, who had a Juſt indignation 
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for his behaviour, would undoubt · 
edly, in ſpight of his will, put the 
Son in poſſeſſion, of the wreck. of 


g.=>- 


| pleaſure chis converſation; the look- 


FER &, 


ed on the remains of her F ather- 


in- law's fortune as what would one, 
day be her' s; and in conſequence 
of this idea, ſhe. conſidered his difſi- 


FYELY 


pations as a real injury, done to, her 
and her children. 


ern 


Tunis diſpoſition led her very ſoon 
to wiſh the death of her F ather-in- 
law; and as in ſpight of her wiſhes 
he continued to enjoy a perfect 
ſtate of health, ſhe conceived the 
horrid deſign of taking away his 

1 
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life. Shecommunieated ittohertuf- 
band, and repreſented i ſtrongly 
the cruelty of his Father, and the 


fad ſituation of ten children, of 


which their family was then com- 
poſed, that this unkappy Son con- 
ſented to her propoſal. He found an 
accomplice, who took the execution 
of it upon himſelf; the Friend whoſe 


fatal diſcourſe had given birth. to 


ſo criminal a thought was gained, 
and he was promiſed 10,000 livres 
as a reward for the murder. 


Ma. and Mrs. Patrier paſſed the 
evening which was to cloſe the 
days of their wretched Sire, at the 
Au of a friend, who had invited 

C 4 them 
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them to a: Chriſtening. Surh.; 2 
guilt, that they ſhewed in their finſt 
eſſay an intrepidity, of which we 
ſhould have thought the moſt har 
dened: criminals ſcarcely; capable. 
Never: had they appeared-more gay 
they did not part till day-light. 
They had been at home ſbme 
few hours, when news was brought, 
that their Father's neighbours: had 
been alarmed by ſeeing a ladder 
againſt his window; thatrhey had ac- 
quainted the Juſtice, and were pre- 
paring to break open his chamber, 
his ſervants having in vain knocked 
at his door. de 


THe 
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Tur Son with6ut- being diſcon- 
eerted, was running Hke others; 
dur he was prevented by one of his 
Friends, who told him, that they 
had found his Father aſſaſſinated, 
and adviſed him and his Wife to ſe- 
eure themſelves, as ke thought _ 
had — for fear. wm 


3 1 a 1 N 
2 - * 1 1} 3g! 


ParRER rejected this cada 
with diſdain; and as it was pub- 
liely faid; that They only could be 
accuſed of the murder, whoſe inte- 
reſt it was to commit it, he was put 
in priſon, and made in His own 
name to ſearch for the affaſſin. He 
had nothing to fear from this 
arch Drouin, who was the mur- 

derer, 


26 TI TRIUMPH'6+ TRUTH, 
derer; had ſent to Mrs. Patrier a 
box of ivory, which was to be the 
ſignal by which ſhe was to know 
that he was embarked for . 
land: Qi; Q: RR ou DEI 
nden dee wad n ch pt 
againſt the Wife of Patrier, the 
was arreſted, as well as the ſervants 
of the deceaſed; but thoſe were 
ſoon diſcharged, and all the ſuſpi- 
cions fell on him who had really 
committed the murder. Drouin was 
a maſon, and he had ordered one 
of his maſons to carry a ladder and 
ſet it againſt the houſe of the un- 
happy deceaſed. The labourer, 
Who . his own innocence, de- 
5 clared 


Te: TREUMBH or [0 RU EH 23, 
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conv — the judges that, be was 
the murderer, But Drouin” had 
never had any thing to do with 
Patrier the Father; he was an in- 


timate friend of the ſon: theſe. cir- 
cumſtances appeared ſufficient to 
the Judges to detain the Son in 
priſon, as well as his Wife. They 
were confined four years, at the 
end of which time he went out 
under a guard: but as he had 
been arreſted at the ſuit of the 
Procurator of the King, it was 
neceſſary he ſhould be cleared by 
law; and he and his Wife returned 
back to Paris for form- ſake only, 

IC their 
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nnen 
pr e 


t Bur if —— ST Is raps of 
men, they could not thoſe of Hea- 
ven. That very day a man, who 
covered his face with his cloak, 
came to the priſon, and demanded 
to ſpeak to Patrier. The Goaler, 
who thought he recollected Drouin 
even through his diſguiſe, intro- 
duced him; but having taken care 
of the doors, he placed himſelf 
in a corner, where he could hear 
all that paſſed bet wen him and the 
priſoner. | 


«Ay wretched man!” cried Pa- 


trier, when he perceived him, © at 
. ** what 
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.<< what a time doft thou preſent * 
« ſelf! Have you reſolved we ſhould 
« alt be loſt together? In a few days 
I ſhould be in a ſtate to recom- 
< penſethe ſervice you have done me: 
«haſten to depart; if it is not yet 
tod late, and expect to hear = 
n 0 the kent Sr ee 
a hi il 
. va kimwich a mourn. 
ful air, and raiſing on Patrier a dif- 
tracted eye, Of what ſervice can 
your promiſes. or your benefits 
c be to me, when I carry, about 
0 me g F ury, which leaves me not. 
« 5 moment $ repoſe, For theſe four 
years that I have lived in Eng- 
h « land, I have been torn by re- 
« morſe; 2 
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© moe; an idnorbeingableany longer 
E to ſupport my being, I am come to 


* expoſe 2 a life, whiehis grown odious 
to me thro” the moſt cruel torture.” 8 


4 oF L 14 ii 


1 
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Pura and ils: Wife, con- 
founded at ſuch diſcourſe, threw 
themſelves on. their knees before 
Drouin, and employed alternately 
cireſſes, prayers, and menaces ; in 
fine, they prevailed on this new 
Cain to go back to England, and 
promiſed very ſoon to join him, 
and ſhare their fortune with him 3 
which was {till conſiderable, maugre 
the Aiſfiparions of the defunct: for 
they did not doubt baying, the 


2101 7 


power to fer aſide their diſinherit- 
ha alln ing. 
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ing. But the Goaler, who from the 
Grit words of this converſation had 
known what it was upon, adver- 
tiſed the Judges. Drouin was 
taken and thrown into a dungeon, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Patrier were 
put into cloſer confinement. They 
were all tried, and the unhappy 
Drouia was. condemned to be 
broken on the wheel, and Patrier 
and his Wife to be burnt alive, 
being drawn on a hurdle to the 
place of execution. i 


„147175 = 


Tus diſmal 7 0M being i in * 
beginning of the evening. had 
drawn all the town together. Mr. 
De Coo, Was there, and much 
e | ſurpriſed » 


1& av — 
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ſurpriſed to find us at his houſe at 
his returh. Tho? he was ſtill full 
of the melancholy ſpectaale which 
he had ſeen, he-was. not temiſs in 
doing the Hanours of the Table, 
and ſhewing evety mark of the 
_— be had in Ws us. 25 
1 Turns was' nee of 
during ſupper: but the ſad fate of 
Patrier and his Wife; and I was 
io ſtruck with this event, 1 could 
not help reflecting on it all night, 
and thinking how much the heart 
f man 'deceives: itſelf, and how 
Jittle we can reckon. 5 
Giſt düspob ions: pes 
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% A sr paſſion gaining the 
« aſcendancy being ſufficient to 
taint the moſt amiable character, 
vs Obſtinaey deſtroyed in the heart 
< of Patrier the Father, the natural 
& ſentiments of Juſtice and Huma- 
“ nity. The deſire of revenging 
de himſelf on his Son, plunged him 
into the moſt ſhameful exceſſes, 
<<. and the moſt diſtant from his for- 
mer eharattet᷑: he became oppro- 
& brious, hateful to his family, and 

"paid for his crueſty by his life. 
4 patrier, the Son, by giving up 
his heart to love, loſt the reſpeft 
and affection which he owed. his 
« Father; he became the murderer 
v of him who gave him being, and 
Vor. II. D & ended 
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*:ended his own days. by ſhameful 
8 and painful tortures. His Wife; 
« the companion of bis crime, 
„ ſhared his puniſhment, and their 
s miſerable . polterity inherit no- 
„thing from them but a diſho- 
« noured name. How important, 
« then, is it to examine our own 
« hearts, and to ſtifle in their birth 
« thoſe paſſions-which would other- 

; 66, wiſe be too ſtrong for us!“ 

$315 

Tn HESE | Reflections; as I haue 
before ſaid, occupied me a great 
part of the night. I was buried in 
- a profound reverie, which hindered 
me from converſing much with Mr. 
148 Coucy. J had heard at Paris 
a cha- 
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a character of the Normans,” which 
certainly was no flattering one: 1 
was much ſurpriſed to find no re- 
ſemblance between the picture 
which had been drawn for me of 
them, and the original. But that 
which ſtruck me moſt, was the eaſy 
and agreeable manner with which 
they took all the railleries that were 
made on n their country. { | 

1Twascurious to know the reaſon 
of the Normans being ſo generally 
taxed with breach of truſt, and I 
'-aſked the original of this caluinny 3 ; 
but no one could poſſibly tell: on- 
ly they aſſured me, that it was a 
- flander which had no foundation 
LY 2 but 
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but the behaviour of ſome of the 
lower fort of people, where Eduea- 
tion had not corrected Nature, 
which naturally inclined them to 
eunning chicanery; but the better 
ſort of people are as diſtant from 
theſe faults, as thoſe who would be 
looked on as the nen e 


WE Abs a ines at Rouen in 


the moſt agreeable manner; and 
that which made our: pleaſure per- 


fect was, that Mr. De Coucy, who 
for five years had been diſordered 
with a ſciatica, which had given 
him dreadfal. pain, was abſolutely 
delivered from this infirmity, which 
would not permit him to. go.out of 


Rouen. 
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Rouen. He had not ſeen his daugh- 
ter for a long while, and hepropot- 
ed accompanying us to Paris, where 
ve were. daily talking of returning: 
to which en We 1 


with 3 Jouaflih = ir 21g05q 3 
"Rana Sls was. eee us to 


depart the following week, when 
he received à letter by ex- 
preſs, which brought an account 
of the ſafe arrival of a” Brother 
who had been abſent three years, 
and was: ſuppoſed to be loſt; he- 
was deſired by this letter to ſet out 
immediately for Dieppe, where the 
veſſel was arrived, after having ef- 
caped a thouſand dangers,” 

1 Y(„Äͤ 


N 
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-» WraTEveR deſire Mr. De Coucy 

felt to ſee his Daughter, he thought 
it his duty to congratulate his Bro- 
ther on a return ſo unhoped-for. I 
had never ſeen the ſea, and we 
agreed with pleaſure to be of the 
party. We took poſt the ſame day, 
and getting to Dieppe that night, 
we found all the town rejoicing at 
the return of this ſnip. Every body 
preſſed to embrace a relation or 


friend whom they had mourned as 
dead. 


M. De Coucy's brother receiv - 
ed us with, all imaginable polite- 
neſs, and engaged us to accept a 
ſupper on board: we were twenty 


at 


= 
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at table, and nothing could be 
more elegant than our entertain- 
ment. We paſſed the evening with 
the utmoſt chearfulneſs; the ſea 
was as ſmooth as glaſs, and I could 
not ceaſe admiring it; when a ſud- 
den ſtorm aroſe, which was the 
more dangerous as we had not guard - 
ed againſt it, believing ourſelves 
to be in ſafety. We quitted the 
table with dread: the Captain fired 
the guns as a ſignal of diſtrefs; in 
an inſtant the ſhore was covered 
with people, who could only offer 
up prayers for our preſervation, the 
ſwell of the ſea being ſo great that 
it was impoſſible for them to > give 
us any affiſtance, 
D 4 Tu 
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Tux Captain, after having done 
all chat could be done on his ſide, 
came to, tell us the only hope we 
had left was take to the boat. I 
* am afraid,” ſays he, ſhe cannot 
« reſiſt the violence of the waves ; 
e but we are not far from land, and 
ſome lucky chance may throw 
13 you on it.“ We uſed our utmoſt 1 
endeavours to perſuade him to 
make the ſame attempt with _ our= 
ſelves ; but he abſolutely refuſed: 
to quit his \ſhip. 7 


"Tits this moment we had kept | 
in the Captain's cabin, in order to 
keep the deck clear for the ſailors. 
to work ; but on ding out of its 

| "what | 


Fus TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 4 


what a frightful ſpectacle preſented 
itſelf to our eyes! The ſhore was 
covered with, people, as I before 
ſaid. F father Canville, the Jeſuit, 
with a cord round his waiſt, which: 
was held by. eight. men, was ad- 
vanced lo far into the ſea, that it 
reached his neck. The Mariners 

had ceaſed t to work the ſhip, which 
let in "water © on every fide, and 
threatened to ſplit each moment. 
The Sailors threw themſelves into 
the ſea with a deſperate wiſh of. 
gaining land. The Jeſuit gave 
them abſolution at a diſtance, and 
exhorted them with a loud voice to 

implore the mercy of God; but tbe 
woaring of the waters would not 
long 
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long permit theſe poor people to 
hear him; and they were ſoon bu- 
ried beneath the waves, which al- 
moſt covered Father Canville. One 
of theſe unfortunate wretches being 
"daſhed againſt the ſhip, was caught 
hold of by a piece of iron, and re- 
mained nailed to the veſſel till it 
Was entirely broken to pieces. ” 


Tus was the ſcene which met 


our eyes at the inſtant that we de- 
ſcended into the boar, and looking 
on death as unavoidable, we ex- 
changed our laſt adieus. My Mo- 
ther ſeemed to forget the weakneſs 
of her ſex, and with a tranquil 
countenance exhorted us te make 
3170 a wil- 
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a willing ſacrifice of our lives to 
God: ſhe held me in her arms, and 
feemed to feel only for me. The 
people on the ſhore held out their 
hands, and threw out cords; endea- 
vouring by their geſture to encou- 
rage us. But when we had with 


difficulty got half way towards 


them, the violence of the waves 
overſet our boat. 


Expr not I ſhould be able to 
give an account of what paſſed in 
my mind at this inſtant in which 
Death appeared inevitable: it was 
a confuſion of thought which can 
only be felt. I preſerved my ſenſes 
ſome few moments, and held my 
N Mother 
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Mother faſt in my arms; butI was. 
ſoop incapable of thinking either 
of her or myſelf; and it was not 
till afterwards that I learned the ſad 
eircumſtances of our ſhipwreck. 
The ſea threw the greateſt part of 
us on the ſhore, and the people 
uſed every poſſible means to reſtore 
us to life. But, alas! all proved 
ineffectual with regard to my unfor+ 
tunate parents. I was the only one 
in whom was ſeen any ſign of life. 


- Taz ſtrength of my conſtitution: 


in a very ſhort time brought me 
perfectly to myſelf; but how. ſen- 
ſibly did I then feel my irreparable 
loſſes! A particular ſupport from 

the 
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the Omnipotent was neteſſiry to 
teconcile me to them. I ſubmit- 
ted without murmuring to the de- 
crees of Providence ; but had not 
ſtrength enough to prevent myſelf 
from falling a prey to ſilent Grief. 


A Lo ſickneſs brought me 
often to the gates of Death. At 
length Religion came to my aid, 
quility. I ſtill, indeed, wept the 
loſs of Parents and Friends ſo juſtly 
dear to me; but was not ſo ſelfiſh 
to wiſh them to loſe that eternal 
happineſs they now enjoyed, for the 
_ * Wen them wich me. Po 


I was 
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I was in this diſpoſition when I 
retired to Paris, after having taken 
proper care of the effects of Mr. 
De Coucy, to whom I was princi- 
pal heir. I did not enter that City 
without an uneaſineſs which ſeemed 
to preſage the dangers to which I 
was going to be expoſed—Alone, 
inexperienced, maſter of a large 
Fortune, at an age when our paſſions 


are generally too ſtrong 2 our 
reaſon. i e tf 


Mz. De Janſon, my Uncle, 
whom 1 had apprized of my, mis- 
Fortunes, came to meet me at St. 
Dennis's, and would not ſuſfer me 
to lodge any- where but with him. 
Nou 


* 


* 
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Lou may be as free at my houſe 


as at your own,“ ſaid. he, and 


Solitude would only cheriſh your 


A melancholy.” ' Taccepted his ci- 
vility with thanks, but determined 
to remain at Paris no longer than 
was ſufficient to learn ſome things 
1 was . of be n 3 1 YE 


- * 4 * 
7 ' 1 4 : bo ; 


| 33 my time, ſo as to 


have ſome leiſure. for amuſementy, 
the greateſt part being employed in 


uſeful exerciſes. - I owed a viſit to 
Madame De Coucy; I waited on her 
at her Convent, and was admitted 


to ſee her as ſoon as ſne had learned 
my name. I had informed her hy 
letter of our mutual loſſes, and ſhe 


could 
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could not reſtrain her tears at the 
Gght of me. - 


F 


11 was dazzled at the it view 
of my amiable Couſin. The plain. 
neſs of her dreſs ſeemed to heigh. 
ten her beauty, I attributed the 
ſenſation, which ſeized me at the 
ſight of her, to the remembrance 
of our misfortunes; which for ſome 


time prevented our ſpeaking. 


Sar fart — * ſllence, to en- 
quire the circumſtances of our 
ſhipwreck. My wounds bled afreſh 
at this fad recital : and I placed 
che melancholy "which 1 felt at 
parting wich Madame De Oducy 


do 
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to no other account. Not was my 
deſire to vilt her at all ſuſpettodi 
Neyerkheleſs, I found my taſte for 
my uſual, ayocgtions every day ge- 
creaſe: the idea of my Colo 
Ane my Moya. 47 


bor that Which bene me BY 
weakneſs was, the utter repug- 
A. felt at tlie propoſal” Mr. 
De Janſon made of a match 
way ſuitable: I then no loriger 
doubred of a paſſion, which was the 
more violent, as I had entertained 


it wwaßß log name of Fo. 


. 
2 


* 
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„cen. this diſcovery ?:: What 
Vor. II. E ” = trial ! 
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a trial! I had reſolution enough left 
to determine to ſee Madame de 
Couey no more: but this victory 
was no eaſy one. The efforts I con- 
tinually made to triumph over the 
thoughts which were ſo dear to me, 
_ Impaired my health. I flew the 
ſociety of my friends, and found 
no pleaſure in any thing, but think- 
ing in ſolitude, of my charming 
Couſin. 


271 SOMETIMES endeavoured to juſ- 
tify my paſſion to myſelf; but call- 
ing to mind my firſt principles, I 
could not help owning it directly 
oppoſite to them. It was then that 


1 felt in its full extent the oſs I 
| had 
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had ſuſtained. How uſeful would 
the advice of my virtuous parents 
have been upon this occaſion'! And 
how" often did 1 recall to my 
thoughts the prediction of my Mo- 
ther, WhO had aſſured me that my 
ſecurity was a proof of my dan- 
ger! c: ed 


Ix was at this critical juncture, 
when the violence of paſſion made 
me regret my knowledge of Reli- 
gion, that I became acquainted with 
Mr. De Laborde. He was a man 
of diſtinguiſhed birth, whoſe exte- 
rior conduct was ſuch as might be 
a model to the reſt of the World. 
He was beloved by all who knew 

| E 2 him, 
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him, and his character was eſti- 
mable to all who had heard of him. 
He enjoyed. a genteel income, and 
lived in that ſtate of medioerity 
equally diſtam from ſuperfluity 
and poverty, which is the happieſt 
that man can know, if we may 
believe Philoſophy. © 14. 


Hz ſoon gained my confidence, 
and perceiving the chagrin which I 
laboured under, he never ceaſed 
importuniag me till I diſcovered to 
him the cauſe. It is true, that in 
truſting him I did no violence to 
myſelt 31 hoped to find from him 
arguments and ſtrength of reaſon 
n would be too ſtrong for my 


criminal 
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criminal paſſion. His exadineſs in 
performing the duties oſ Religion, 
made. him by ſome. be;reckoned a 
priſe, when, after having conſider- 
ed ſome; time as if he feared to re- 
ply, he ſaid, he ſaw no other good 
reſult from xeſiſting my paſſion, 
but — myſelf unhappy. 


* $0vLD not conceal my aſto- 


niſhment at theſe words, and it ap- 
peared ſo plainly, that . De La- 
borde ld not help, raking notice 
of it. FER 


: 
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C « You — — bid * 5 to 


40 « hear me ſpeak, a language ſo op- 
E 3 « polite 
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« poſite to what; you believe my 
principles; but learn what 1 
* have. only diſcovered to a very 
few friends: I look on what you 


„ call Religion, as a fine Chimera: 


« I know no other than the Light 
« of Nature, to which my beha- 
« viour has been always / eonform- 
able. Nothing that is not con-. 
* trary to the Law of Nature can 
© be evil, in my opinion ; and your 

* paſſion for the lovely De Coucy 
has nothing in it 8 to wy | 
cc . 


Ms. De Fry might; have 
ſpoken much longer without be- 


i Ae ee my aſtoniſhment, 


5 d which 
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which inereaſed at each word, 
prevented my ſpeaking: Put re. 
covering myſelf, I demanded if he 
ſeriouſly thought what he ſaid; 
and if a man of his judgment could 
be fo blind to a Religion; the foun- 
dation of which was ſo ſtrong; ſo” 
clear, and ſo conformable t to the 
nnen ia! gi 72 4 

„ ine Hawn 1 13.07 102 

„ 1:86uLD have aſked: ile; 
„ ſame queſtion.“ - rephed he: 
„How ga man of your underſtand- 
* ing can really aſſent to the preju- 
« dices deſigned for the ignorant 
“ Vulgar, and let his reaſon be 
« uſeleſs to him by” continually * 
« counteracting it? What fruit 

= 4 have 


| 
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«have you of your labour? The 
+ loſy of your quiet. I pity you,” 
added he. You: haye appeared to 
me worthy of my friendſhip; Thave: 
given it you without reſerve ; and 
« Iiſh you would draw from it theſe 
t precious advantages, that perfect 
calm tranquility, and peace of 
mind, which is the ſole happineſs 
« of man; a happineſs not to be 
t acquired but by letting Reafon 
<. guide, iq fave us from the weak 
<« prejudices which would a. | 
44. . . us ere 1 wk 


16 L e Jy ds e replite I, | 
«that Religion could no advan- ' 
tagt _ _— ſo much as 
* being 


Tus TRIUMPH os TRUTH. 57: 
being clearly tried by Reaſon; 
you muſt permit me to think ſo 
„ ſtill, till Fu have Funn 
" mn 2 et 1) 
Ir is what J engage ta do, 
reſumed he. Some indiſpenſable. 
* affairs will employ me to-day; ! 
{© but afterwards F ſhall be wholly: 
at your ſervice ; and I hape from 
{© our-difcaurſes, the return of Tour” 
q IgE 2. 1 | A ni 
1 yarTED from Me. De Nike. 
proteſting I hoped nothing from 
his remedy ; and ſhutting myſelf in 
my cloſet, J reflected on what L. 
Vas going to hear, I could not 
conceive 
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conceive-that he could alledge any 
ching againſt the truths graven on 
my heart by the finger of Reaſon 


(if may uſe the exprefſion): But 

when I caſt my eyes on the pure 
manners of my friend; when I re- 
flected on the extent of his genius, 


I ſaid to myſelf (but quite low and 


imperceptibly), Can it be that 
am in an error? I acknowledge e 
e with ſhame. there bete müöments 


<« jn which I wiſhed to be deceived.” 
« do not wonder, I muſt 17 | 
tc to fee fo m many people Deiſts. 


« ſhould have been one, without 10 6 


40 doubt, if 1 had owed x my Know- 
6 ledge to enthuſiaſm.” Ks 


— 
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In order to overturm all Religion 
in the mind of man, ont ſhould 


chuſe a moment when intereſt oer 


violent paſſiom is predominant z the 

heart then darkens. the underſtand- 
ing, and he who wiſhes to be con- 
enen is e more than half ſo. 


enn 


1 0 not fail vidring Mr. De 
Laborde the next morning; and 
after haying drank chocolate, we. 
entered an our converſation, ,.. ... 


Gn Flirt” ow 7 oy 


I FIRST, raſked! him whatherho hought 
of the Univerſe ; * the beauty, the 
variety, the juſtneſs of its ſtructure, 
and the SIN order in which | 


it moved, RAR 4 
"* SY I am 
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„AM very far from aſcribing 
„ theſe to Chance,” ſaid he. Af. 
ter having minutely examined 
this immutable order, J am con- 
uinced there is a Firſt Cauſe. 1 
have met with ſeveral Free- 
« thinkers, who have plainly ſaid, 
„There is no God; the Creation 
of the World is a Chimerh; the 
Eternity of the World appears 
& not more inconceivable than the 
Eternity of a Spirit. It is true, 
4] cannot conceive how a concul- 
r fon of matter can produce this 
4 Univerſe, and preſerve it in the 
tt order we ſee: bur 1 can as little 
« conceive” the Exiſtente of that 


66 * Being whom you ſuppoſe.” *- 
4 AND 
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e Ap what anſwer did you 
c make to theſe ſenſeleſs wretches ?? 
demanded I. You will oblige me 
« much to omit no part of your 
*:replics' on a matter fo intereſt- 
1 3 3 ¹ Hf 
Me „ rr 

„ IL not,” ſays he; i but 
_— give 2 00 the whole Wos 
* verſation. Wine 4 
f lunar a0 ae hat 
* a great advantage over me, in 
«ſaying he found no greater diffi- 
*:culty in conceiving the Eternity 
wof the World, than the Eternity 
“ of a God. I demanded of him 
<'if he was a thinking Being ?” | *» 
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e Doxs that admit of a doubt?“ 
replied he, with r air ee * 
ner CRP ant 


4 þ L 1 . £ L | A % e 
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* Wur not 2 reſümedl. „What 


tc have I ſeen to make me think 


« you are? Tou have voice 
t and action; but Philoſophy will 
* ſhew you That, in animals who 
- © have not the faculty: of thinking. 


Why, pray, will you not allow a 


& creature ſo ſeemingly thoughtful 


ag the Ant, to be really ſo? 
grant, your outward acts are ſuch 
as would tempt me to believe 


you capable of thinking; but 
« Reaſon-ſuſpends my. judgment. 
he Between exterior acts and thought 
< there 


* a 4 7 


pans — 8 gay 
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© there is. no eſſential aſſinity; it is 


* poſſible you may think, no, more 
than your watch. Do you take 


« for a thinking Being, any animal 


who has been taught to} ſpeak ? 


* How do you know, then, that Man 
* is 1n any thing more than a Par- 
6 We: Wm: W to talk on. 


= 66 «Ini is nor, replied ke, « « monly, 
« but the connexion they have with 
© each, other, that can make us 


„Judge if a ſpeaking Being i is a rea- 


of ſonable one, If a Parrot anfwers 


cc « juſtly to all 1 tay. to him, it 


: « would be folly to refuſe him the 
« faculty of thinking; becauſe the 
N. eie ee of his dif: 


= = #37 2g * « courſe 
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6 Koprſe l 4 certain Prof vf in- 
W al ot *3 
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off Bor — 46 you "ebhceive? of 
« * Mind of Man,“ added I, © this 
b reaſonable Soul Do you believe 
8 & a dample- fubſtance ſeparated 
« from matter, and in conſequence 
Ne eternal ? Or, believe you that the 


.< parts of bur bodies are more 


perfectly formed than tlioſe of 
animals, Hhich gives us this 


power of atranging our diſcourſe 


« 4 


in 8 win: 


4 4 


4 Tak 8 t rr? 


5 tion,” replied he. Lam cer- 
ain Jou that your converſatiot! 


10 convinces 


Tue TRIUMPH or TRUTH.. 6; 
* convinces me of it ; and it would 
© be ridiculous to refuſe me chat 
faculty, becauſe you cannot con con- 
: nen 5 — 9000 

. 1 AM conptieed 3 ir is,” reſum. 
ed I; * but it is no leſs ſo, to 
** « deny a Supreme Being, becauſe 

you cannot conceive him. {You 
«will allow a reaſonable Soul to a 
« Parrot, if he ſpeaks juſtly : allow, 
* then, a reaſonable Saul to the 
< Univerſe, fince all the "reaſon of 
« Mancould neverimagine any thing 
more perfect than irs conſtruction; 
ſince this ſuperior reaſon, this 
« foul of Nature, ſhines as ; briglitly 
L in the formation of the body of an 
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| 79 Ant, as ip that of a Many F 


Wisdom of, the —.— 


" 0 leſs, in the niger, of chi exe of 


* the ſmalleſb Inſe&, 9 dbe fa- 
1 « culty of Thinking does in the 


* works of a Newton, . Doe -not 
the World. formed prove ar JeeG 
| « an Intelligence that the World 
explains ? It is, in Vain fox you | 


« 6 tell we, that the wo xe pen and 
<. perpetual jumble of an infinite 
0 number of atoms formed, tem- 


n ſelyes forzutouſy 3 into this globe, 


| 4 


and that the fame Chance ier 
« pfoduced, kill preſerves it. 1 
« «ſhall fill ancwer, that your beſt 
46 « arranged converſations. are no 
m proof to me of your intelligence; 
that 


y 


cm 
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5 that you”; ate only a ching f who 
nd the 1 Set of" moving. Your 
4 11 l. Bats funds; and 


Wei 


thut Chance alone makes u 
. Proßounck L theſe, words rather 
ve Han any « other; and 1 ance 


(1:4 Vc: . 


= Wand, perhaps, mal 0 728700 ling, 
4 459 the Brid ge, my * friend 145 or 


17941 


"Wome other LE tot the fir ſt 
40 gueltton! 1 ſhould al c.you! og 


'&, 
* \ * 6 
ON 4 i y j- p oy. Pn 


* Nota th” could el 12 
*« cluſſde chan this diſcourſe,” ” ſaid I 


1 1 IE 


10 Mr. De Laborde; © and I can- 


7 


6 not e6nceive any reafonable reply 
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nnen 
22 
G bk IF. 7900 5. in el⸗ 
3 ect, dene he, i There is, 


# + ” © * 


c then, i 2 Gods.. that is 19. day, 
"4s a Printttive Bein infinitely raiſ- 


bl 


"4 5 or, Man, who. is pPoſ- 
belt F all 'perfe&tions, whom 


4 ve 2. 7 to love, and ; honour 


wy the practice of every thing 


40 that is ; good in in its ußtupe, and 
wy by avoiding, all that, is evil in 


« itſelf. That G. God created us to 
& be happy, ! he, had no, other, mo- 
betive. Far be from us, thoſe 
den which paint A 
ideas 0 paint him as a bar- 


1.4 


"ee 'barous God, v who takes a pleaſure 


4 in torwenting his creatuſęs, by 


35 forcing t them to ſubdue thoſe ve- 
' 40 ry 


4.40) 
15 


The TRIUMPH or RUTH. * 


7 1 F3 


& ry paſſions which he 1 given 
5 them for their preſervation, who 
0 obliges them to renounce the en- | 
«joyment of thoſe things Which 
hs ſurround them; ry and who makes 
0 it a crime to uſe the good. which 
© he has created for them! Far be 
rom us chat ſuperſtitious attach 
Sk ment to exterior practices, eſta- 
« bliſhed by che policy of Men, 
« and which becomes uſeleſs to thoſe 
« who, are certainly convinced of 
the exiſtence of 4 Deity, of his 
« Goodneſs, of his Immenſity; and 
„who, through | that | conviction, 
4 muſt be virtuous: ' God ſees me: 
Have 1 need of any other motive 
9 to keep me in due bounds ? And 
F 3 «can 


70 GTA 0 Ni e FRI. 
<< ean \the ſear; of puaiſhons bare 
«any; eſe. on a heart, which the 
bene of his preſence nt ſtop 
«« Fromm what is wrong 2 It i to 
his convictien pf the preſence of 
<+/aiDeity;oghat Lowe that Virtue: 

**& hich has» gained. me the eſteein 

*4;of the World: - love the Author 
f my being; 1Jove myſelf, be- 
oduſe felf-love being according 
Ito Nature vis n order. 1 love 
q the: Creatures alſo, becauſe ir is 
Kinatural ta love his reſemblance.” 
bew my loue to Men by endea- 
d ouring to: procure eaſs to their 
minds as well as their bodies:pand 
1. degin with myſelf, as I maybe 
Det end: 32 n 11% allowed | 
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Hedi Wee fel fers kal 
« blhers. Ta 185 1 eifine} alt ar 
4. God! cal demand of eregtotes 
„Hes ds? abd this i whit FA 
«4 wy WhoKlif ade my ſtudy. Is 
«tet An thine ib what 1 Have 
«> Watt 220 04 U l 1% guts 42 
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; *Nogcertainly?*-replitd: * F 
«ye, 'agrte in our ſenſe of the 
* wotcsy let us begin to examine | 
themũn order. : TDT 
0- mms 7d ny bb nt ö 

„nenn is,“, you y, 4 Su- 

preme Being, who has created us 
W dae and who, has 


Sa +4 


5 © F 4 M „ moganine, 


72 Ter TNC MPH TA UTH. 
magazine, where Happineſs ap- 
« pears under different forms, with 
« permiſſion} to enjoy them in our. 
* own wiy,« Far from being eri 
% minal in ſeeking to be happy, I 
« fulfil one of the ends of the Crea- 
tion by it. The Author of Na- 
ture, as! wiſe, as powerful, bas: 
made no creature without having 
provided every thing neceſſary 
to ſſupply its wants. Now, the 
«defire of being happy, uf being 
© perfectly ſo, is a ſenſation:matu⸗- 
« ral to Man He ought; then, to 
«have in him faculties conduci " 
« to true Happineſs. - The queſtic 
« then, is firſt to examine, In 2 
6 Happineſs « conſiſts? dly, fi it 

avs 21g & 
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«js in o our Power | to'p ro 5cure A per- 


*fe@ one?" Eh 12hat . 


4s » 
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' 1 yor:: + 61 15 1 3 


15 Tals t bee fee | 
wo 1 7 
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e Aar then, ix PWT? I. 


*.in what 9875 make a woe 
« cc 289.11! 1 18 


14995 ; fra Sys babivo; 
Feat n man Happy," conti- 
nued Mr. De Libirde, 655 when 
he enjoys all that is properly his 
o, and may reaſonably Batter: | 
« himſelf with doing ſo as lng 


6 980 T S gal i 2043 00 2! 
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0 WT what do wy a 
ly his own i» demanded 1, J. l 
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ef cat 72 2 fald! ks, Ky n. | 
6. derſtanding. peace of mind, Each 


b e patience, fortituer and 
« with abundance or, at leaſt, 


„ withour want 


220 10 97 „ 1 5110 44 b a4 — b aa 


| i 
Y AU 807 you betete rede 


I, « that every Man finds that in | 
himſelf which will F him 


4 thoſe comfgres Fan- e. 
ns 1 80 * hs 


.. In 


15 proportion to what. they. are 6 


©&pable of feeling; becauſe this 
«& defire, this thirſt of Happineſs, 
i ot Ick in ht Coed Bogen by 
" « all; or rathety their organs are hot 
* equally 


neceſſaries af life ſupplieg 


- W. 
111 * $ 


& iter Gabe mY 15 | 
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Ti equally perfodt; Vikreſdieas Ve” 
« happy, they have Hb otenHf for” 


hie ſume portiot vf richlesghα¹tirẽ 
« other p60dthihgs; chat are Efen- 


tial to ſome?” 20. „ 16142006 4 $44 


b ger ann, ee | 
„LET us begin, then,“ ſaid J, 


* with the firſt, thing requiſite to 


* May's 8 _ Happineſs... Lngealand ; 
„ing, Bur L. beg leave, h aſk What 
you mean by. Undeaſtanding 37 ., 


6 1 MEAN,” replied. he, A ca- 
4 pa city of knowing the Laws of 
Nature: of cultivating ant ! im- 
0 Melt tber KnowIedge/® | N 


en a 04 gie 


Ab venv wth? ſaid tz fand gc- 


+ eres en en in which 


you 
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c vo poſſeſs chat g ft, you are ca- | 
v pahle of underſtanding the moſt 
bree things; und knowing 

them in the moſt e e 4 


ze 1 5 tog. 004 71 eren Nr b 


126; 
0): hay CraramLy,” replied he. 
0 lid SHE WI Hand? cf 
„Lr tis, then; d at pre- 
ente, returned I, that; which 
ought to de the firſt "_ 
and chief ſtudy of Man. 


1 Hz "ought, is in * firſt IT 
3 know bing: 1 to engeay vour to 
61 find, c out w hence. he, came, and 
bi 3 55 he goes. What end will; it 
. anſwer, if he knows all that ſur- 
6 Fern him, and yet is ignorant 


we «c od } 
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& af himſelf; Can be tate; chat 
peace ef mind, that tranquility, 


which yeu have put among tlie 
ingredients which compoſe: Hap- 


„ pineſs, if, lie a blindt man, tie 
gropes through this life, without 
knowing in hat ãt will end 2 Tam 
4 happy at preſent; ay Ito myſelf; 
E know the! order of the Un- 
« verſe z J ddmire the arrangemeüt 
of its parts; know tne! prin- 
4k {ijhtes on Which it acts: Why 
have not 1 the ſame knowledge 
«of my own Nature? What is 
my Soul? © Wilt it ſubſiſt after 
my Body? And, in that caſe, 
e hat will become of it? Or, 
* e it periſty: win my Body? 

2121ʃ und, 


f 


58 TT RIU TRUTH. 
Ah, ſhall J-orale:ito be; all at 
$j6nge?, That ſentimentp it is xtue, 
ig oomtary to Reaſon. P think 
tt ny thoughts have neither lengtfi, 
* hreadth; nor depchiz they are not 
them cor portale nde there 1s 
[4:11 Body without exten fon? tfſe 
Saul muſt be, then, immortal. 
das ſbei ĩs compoſed ef parts wich 
cannot be diſunited: Bu why 
ti have. Men of Learning thought 
do differently of t. Tad they 
z nad, che requiſites w Happineſs? 
1 er, Do they:: fail in met We 
| Shape alb ſonght-for what is:truly 
© bengfssials we have n allae- 
+ quired ie, „Can all then be hap- 
p uh not, #he deſire of; Hap. 
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Leſgeſs ix guperfluous in the hearts 
— thoſe ta ατπ m true Wiſdom 
wis den ed. av the inſtinct of hy ing 


: « would be to- a Bird, off Nature | 


< refuſed; him wings. Here then, 
is ag imperſectiag in the Works 
of the: Deity 2 Nan them is not 
0 5 the; Work of 2 God, out rome 
hands, nothing ee 
Neon ieren 0D Fey x 
tj ate rnd; M6 ALE e, 32 
ſurpriſed at my argving; and, after 
havin Seas a. Jitzle; „I agree 
= yauy” Ayr ha, Wen ono of 
—— — Num our 
Happineſs is dot ſuſſened hie 
45g * * miſtake, 
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© makes Happitieſs of Miſery. 'He 
ko thinks himſelf happy, 5, is 
— Grp n n 25 lud 


ge? r- 1 +26%I:; 


e r is what 1 am concern- 
* ed at,“ replied 1. «ſhould 
« have great compaſſion for a man 
* who in the dark ſhould take 
e poiſon inſtead of bread ; and who 
% drank with pleaſure from the in- 
5 fectious bowl, beeauſe he thought 
it was delicious nectar· Do you 
believe that we can enjoy tran- 


* qullity in Our own opitions? 


The Deiſt bene ves only in God; 
the Atheiſt attacks his Exiſtence; 


"$6, —— denies the Immor- 


37 4 Hes _ « tality 
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* tality of the Soul) the- Chriſtian 
threatens all witk endleſs puniſh- 
ment. In what ſect am 1 to rank 
« myſelf? Have I not reaſon to 
« fear being deceived in ſo im- 
<.portant-an affair? And can Peace 
40 of Mind ſubſiſt with this Fear 2” 


„Irm, replied Mer. De La- 
borde, © that we have never had 
« ſufficient evidence; but that does 
e hot alfect my Happineſs, I have 
« ſincerely ſought for truth ; it 
« would be abſurd to believe that 
God would puniſh me for not 
&* having diſcovered what was above 
« my: conception. 1 am, chen, per- 

eien. G. 0 Know- 
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« fectly eaſy, aſſuring myſelf, if the 
© knowledge of theſe things had 
« been eſſential to my tranquility, 
* ſhould have ws able to com- 
* hv tpn them.“ | 


* I couvLD anſwer you,“ ſaid I, 
t either theſe truths are within the 
< reach of Man's capacity, or they 
Lare not. If they may be known, 
« God, who deſcries our happineſs, 
© will not let us want light to diſ- 
t cover them: but if, on the con- 
* trary, he chuſes we ſhould be- 
5 lieve without comprehending, he 
e has revealed his Will to us, and 
given that Revelation an autho- 
e rity which no reaſonableBeing can 
& conteſt, 


Tur TRIUMPH -or TRUTH. 83 
* conteſt, in Holy Writ: But re- 
e ſerving what I have to ſay on this 
s ſubje&. till another time, I ſhall 
| content myſelf with making you 
“ confeſs, that Man is only poſſeſ- 
« ſed of an imperfect Happineſs 
4 and that his innate deſire of be- 
ing perfectly ſo, is never here to 
&« be ſatisfied. Have you ever ex- 
« perienced it? Can you boaſt of 
<« anenjoyment which nothing is ca- 
e pable of altering ?” 


„ Yrs, without doubt,” replied 
he; I am, perhaps, as happy as 
* any Man can be.“ | 


G2 © WHarT 


24 TY TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 

* Wait do you call, As happy 
&* as any Man can be?“ returned J. 
4 Is the with for Perfection at an 
end? And are our immenſe de- 
&« fires filled by bounded know- 
* ledge, and a peace which a thou- 
«ſand accidents may diſtutÞ ? Can 
«this be called true Happineſs ?” 


„Bur what do you conclude 
« from all this?“ ſaid Mr. De La- 
borde. 15 


4 cov erupk,“ replied I, © that 
«© if Man is the Work of a God of 
* Eternal Wiſdom, he ought to be 
perfectly formed. Inexaminingthe 
body, 1 find a heart from whence 
the 
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* the blood flows; arteries and 
veins through which it  circu- 

< lates z, and a due care ſtill ſhewn 
< to preſerve and recruit the juſt 
„ maſs neceſſary to life. It has 
e hands to take food; teeth of 
« rwo ſortz, the one to cut, che 
* other to grind; a tongue to aſſiſt 
* in chewing, and ſwallowing: 
indeed, there is not one part 
„ which has not its office; nor any 
* of thoſe parts which are not pro- 
e perly formed to diſcharge their 
functions. | 


cc Ir I conſider the Soul, I ſee 
nothing there uſeleſs: the Un- 
« derſtanding to conceive objects; 
G 3 Memory 
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ue Memory to retain the ideas that 
« we have conceived; a Will to 
< baniſh or recal theſe objects ac- 
” cording as they ſuit our conver- 
« ſation. This makes the perfec- 
« tion of the Nature of Man: if any 
« of theſe were wanting; if he 
& found it neceſſary to repair his 
« ſtrength by nouriſhment, and had 
not parts proper to receive it; this 
« neceſſity would be his torment, 
% and make us doubt the Wiſdom 
« of his Creator. Yet is this want 
t leſs felt by Man than the deſire 
* of being happy; that is, a thirſt 
« which never can be quenched ; 

the more the heart obtains, the 
„ more it wiſhes. This deſire is, 
« then, 
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* then, an imperfection | in Man, | 
and looks like a defect 1 in the 
« Wiſdom of his Author. Why 
* did he give him theſe inſati- 
* able wiſhes ? You muſt agree 
„with me, that , Ignorance or 
Malice muſt have done it, unleſs 
« we: can find a ſatiety of Happi- 
„ neſs in this life; or, in another, | 
«an immenſe object to fil our im- 
« menſe deſires.” 


« I conress,” ſaid Mr. De La- 
borde, 5 that we muſt own an- 
other life, or deny the Wiſ- 
&« ꝗdom of the Creator, But how 
* does this concluſion deſtroy 
* what I have advanced? Our 

c 
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Souls will be eternally happy. 
„Will the Author of my Being, 
« whom: I have known, whom 1 
5 have loved, whom I have endea- 
* youred- to pleaſe: by imitating ; 
*that is to ſay, by loving my fel- 
low- creatures, and doing them 
6 ſervice; will he, I ſay, refuſe me 
«« Happineſs in another life, for not 
$6 having ſubmitted my mind to 
cc things which it could not con- 
c ceive? Reaſon, which diſcovers 
« 2 Primitive Being, ſhews me only 
« that; ſhe has ſearched for other 
66 truths ; her ſearches have been 
« in yain, This equitable Power, 
] repeat it, can he puniſh me for 
«not having believed myſteries 
* « which, 


Tur TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 89 
„which, being above my Reaſon, 
have only embarraſſed it? They 
<« are clear to you; *tis well they 
are; I could wiſh they made 
© the ſame impreſſion on me. If 
„the wiſh is vain, that is not 
my fault.“ 


« Tuar is what we will exa- 
* mine,” replied J. Man, who 
« is placed on Earth by a benefi- 
© cent Being, who deſigns him for 
F Happineſs, owes, without doubt, 
* ſomething to his Creator, If 
* his eyes are daily entertained 
e by the works of this Firſt Cauſe, 
« he ought to admire them. If he 
« loads him with benefits, he ought 
© to thank him. If he has conſtant 
ras e need 
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e need of his protection, he ought 
e unceaſingly to aſk it. If God 
& has placed him in the World to 
ĩimitate himſelf, by the practice of 
« good, and the rejecting evil, he 
„ ought to make it his Glory and 
„ Happineſs to fulfil that end.“ 


„ Au convinced of all this,” 
replied Mr. De I. aborde; © all theſe 
duties are written in the heart of 
« Man, it is the Religion of Na- 
« ture to which he muſt adhere: it 
« was the Religion of our firſt Pa- 
rents, if we believe what you call 
2 the Scriptures. 4 | 75 


"$@,73 


% NoTHING is more certain,” re- 
turned I. The queſtion naw is, 
| „Whether 
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„Whether Men have always ob- 
« ſerved this Natural Religion; and 
e whether theſe principles of Equi- 
« ty are to be found in all Men, or 
„only in ſome few? If in all, 
« why do they not all well ? If 
* only in a few, what Religion'can 
« they have where this 1s want- 
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« IT is to be found in all Men,” 
replied Mr. De Laborde , © but the 
A cotruption of the Heart obſcures 
te the Underſtanding, and hinders 
« them from clearly ſceing what 
they owe to their Creator, to 
„ themſelves, and their fellow: 
creatures.“ L 
"7900 * Tae 
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Tux Corruption of the Heart,” 
interrupted I, © is» this eſſential 
* to their natures, or only acci- 
dental?“ 


fa: 


« ] THINK it is | innate,” replied 
he * and is ow ing to an Irregular 
© love of one” $ ſelf,” a} 


© You will permit me,” returned 
I, „to remark to you, that the 
love of a Man's ſelf ought, on 
the contrary, to make him uſe all 
his endeavours to prevent this 
e irregularity, ſince it is the ſource 
of all his pains. Preſerve things 
* in their natural order, you would 
< ſee nothing but ſubmiſſive chil- 
Aren, 
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« dren, tender Parents, compaſſion- 
« ate rich Men. Inſtead of il. 
putes, quarrels, murders, the 
« World would be compoſed of a 
« chain of Brothers, united by the 
« tendereſt links of friendſhip. I 
« repeat it, then, either theſe irre- 
« eular thoughts are not natural to 
Man; or God, who deſigned him 
« for Order, has diſappointed his: 
&« own end? 


I muſt be, then, ſuppoſed, that 
« the Corruption of Nature is at 
« accidental vice, which God has: 
permitted for ſome great good, 
and to which he has given a cer- 
Stain remedy; or, as I have be- 

« fore 
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fore ſaid, he has given -theſe 
* thoughts to Man through igno- 
„ rance or malice, I make a f 
gure, and place it on a pedeſtal 
on an equal balance, with a de- 
« ſign it ſhall ſtand even; if J fail, 
« either I am willing it ſhould fall, 
40 or am not able to prevent it.“ 


Mx. De Laborde appeared very 
much embarraſſed ; and as people 
are generally very unwilling to 
own themſelves deceived, he briſk- 
ly replied, that it was, after all, of 
no' conſequence to know the cauſes 
of our irregular natures: *All that 
© J have to do, is to moderate 
my paſſions, without examining 

from 


— 
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I coup not help ſmiling at 
this reply; and he felt the ad- 
vantage — me over him. 


60 <1. —— ” faid hes * that the 


« difficulty I find in anſwering you 


e may give occaſion for humour; 
& jt does not appear reaſonable that 
« God ſhould be the Author of ir- 


This! _—; in Man.” 


83 N * change there nate have 
* happeoes in him ſince his for- 
* mation,” added I; © it is to this 
o change that we ought to attri- 

| e bute 
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« byte the depravity of Nature; 
« and againſt this evil, as I have 
« already faid, God has with. infl- 
© nite goodneſs provided us ſuffi» 
* cient remedies. Tou are igno- 
rant, you tell me, of the princi- 
« ples of this evil; che remedy, 
then, mult be equafſh unknown. 
„The Love of God, and that of 
v dur Neighbour, ate both natural 
tt affections in tie Heart of Man. 


*I] have as much reaſon to be ſur- 


priſed at ſeeing him act contrary 
to his feelings, as I fhould be 


4 to fee a ſtone raiſe itſelf from its 


« centre, the Earth, withont = 


« aſſiſtance. 1 ſeek, T * exarnine 
« from whence this diforder'; and 


40 after 
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* after having made vain efforts to 
i diſcover it, I am convinced it 
„is to me an impenetrable riddle. 
This is your ſituation, Open the 
Scripture you will find that 
which you have vainly fought 
s elſewhere; and will be obliged to 
e ſay. to yourſelf, If this event is 
not true, at leaſt it is reaſon- 
„ able; it would remove my 
« doubts z; I ought, at leaſt, to ex- 
& amine it. 


To know whether the Hiſtory 
* of the. Fall of Man, and his Re- 
* demption, is true, or a fiction, I 
* ought to endeavour to find out 
= whether it is revealed by God, or 
Vor. II. « not. 


4 
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not. If I can convince myſelf 
that it is He who has diſcovered 
** this myſtery, let me no longer 
cavil at what is contrary to my 

eal.n, which is too much bounded 
* to comprehend . the » deſigns of 
Infinite Wiſdom. Will you, Sir, 
yield to conviction, if I can prove 
the truth of Revelation, as cer- 
e tainly as I have demonſtrated the 
neceſſity of it?“ 


« Yes, without doubt,” replied 
Mr. De Laborde; “but I foreſee 
est difficulties i in your we * 
. 64 Tnar is my affair,“ continu- 
ed * Let us recollect a few things 
«which 
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which I have advanced, and of 


1 1 are convinced 


580 Max, like the World, is the 
<« work-of an intelligent Being; for 


the effect cannot be more perfect 
e tharr the cauſe: the perfection of 


the art indicates the knowledge 
* of the Artificer. This Being, 
* who has made all things, has 
not himſelf been made: He poſ- 
e ſeſſes all perfections, ſince there 
is no power above him Who can 
* ſet him bounds. Being good, he 
« has formed Man to be happy. 
« Being wiſe, he has provided every 
« thing conducive to that end. The 
22 70 happineſs of Man conſiſts in a 
H 2 good 
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o good underſtanding and content 
of mind, which never can ſubſiſt 
&* with irregular paſſions. Has Man, 
« then, an empire over himſelf ? 
Experience teaches the contrary. 
« His natural lights obſcured, are 
not ſufficient to guide him; it is, 
e then, neceflary there ſhould be 
« a law, and motives for ee 
cc It. 


« SEVERAL laws are offered me; 
* thoſe who offer them, aſſure me 
« they come from the Supreme Be- 
eing. I ougkt to examine with- 
„out prejudice, which of theſe 
„laws beſt ſuits the obligations 
we have to the Creator, and 
„ which 
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6 which beſt anſwers, his — of 
« rendering Man happy by making 
* him, juſt. If I find in this law any 
thing which 1s.. repugnant. to my 
natural principles, any thing 
e which. diſturbs, the order of So- 
« ciety, It is defective; it cannot 
ebe the work of a God. 


* I wouLD examine, in the next 
place, if thoſe who have given 
« this Law were the Miniſters of 
{© the Supreme Being. My next 
© examination ſhould' be, whether 1 
{© had any thing to riſque; in ob- 
« ſerying it, whether /I had any 
thing to fear in neglecting it. 


II 3 « WaraT 
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66 Wear are we taught by the | 
« Law of Nature ? To render to 
% God that which we owe him, as 
6 being i infinitely aboye us—God, 
the excellence of whoſe nature 
« would oblige me to reſpect him, 
« even if | owed him nothing ; but 
being a creature formed by his 
« hand, he has a juſt dominion over 
% me. And as Eternal Wiſdom has 
wy right of directing my actions, 
have not the Sacred Writings dif- 
« covered to me all theſe motiyes | 
« for adoring my Creator? Does 
« not the reading of the won- 
« derous goodneſs of my Creator 
« excite me to love my depend- 
4 ance? Without doubt, adoration, 


An & ref pect, 
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127 


1 reſpect. and "love, | are command- 
« ed in the three firſtPrecepts of the | 


" Decalogue. 4 
00 Lr us examine whether the 
others do not dictate what we owe 
«to ourſelyes, and to our neigh- f 
« bours. The F ourth reaches us our 
« duty to them to whom we owe 
<* our life, or thoſe on whom we 
« depend. The others can only be 
« explained thus: Do not that to 
others which you would be un- 
cc willing ſhould be done to YOU, 
or Indeed, it is a duty owing, our- 
e ſelves, to preſerve peace of mind, 
« the teſtimony of a good con- 
66 ſcience, which purſues Virtue, and 
H 4 &« flies 
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9 flies "Groen Vice and this is the 
* tendency of the N inth and Tenth 


on Commandments. Us res 47 ? 


« LET me point out to you that 
« which characteriſes our Law, and 

proves its Divinity. It not only 
“ forbids evil actions, but even ex- 
« tends to thoſe deſires which, 
« without diſturbing. the order of 
Society, would debaſe a man in 
* his own eyes, and rob him of 
that peace which can only pro- 
« ceed from a pure. conſcience; 
The true character of the Di- 
« yinity clearly appears in Holy 
« Writ z becauſe it is not poſſible 
to imagine any thing more per- 
« fect than what is there ordained, 


3 * © 
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4 Tyoucn this alone i iS ſufficient 
for any reaſonable man, I would 
« yet puſh the incredulous to ex- 
+ amine, whether thoſe who deliver- 
ed this Law, and profeſſed it came 
« from God, did not authoriſe their 
* miflion' by ſome action above the 
wy 5 5 ci of 1 Nature. | 


be Twar ther have been Men 
« who have ſubmitted to this Law, 
« is a truth which cannot be con- 
“ teſted. But, perhaps, theſe Men 
« were only a ſmall number of | 
_ « Philoſophers, who embraced, with- 
te out trouble, a Law which agreed 
*« with'\their principles. No ſuch 
ay PO they were 10 untaught, as | 
« to 
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* to make a Calf, and. adore the | 

« work of their own hands. Such 
« were the people to whom Moſes 
„gave the Law; ſuch were they 
* who received and Aer it. 


| 6 « Bur "what means aid he uſe to 
6 conſtrain them ? Did he, like 
* Mahomet, employ fire and ſword? 
Not at all. He was alone; he 
« drew them out of Egypt, and 
led chem into the Deſart by the 
common road, I will ſay, if you 
6 pleaſe ; and, ſome time after, ſaid 
« to them, Submit yourſelves to 
« the Law which 1 have laid 
« down for you; it is the Law ef 
— * that God who employed me to 
6 open 
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tec open a paſſage through thoſe wa- 
* ters for you, with which he cover. 
40 6d YE enemies.” Dy 

00 « Br Sit mad, * replied | 
the Jews ;“ he would oblige us to 
« believe him, , and founds c our faith 
« On a Falſhced that every one of us 
« can contradict. Were v we alleep at 
« thetimeofthis miraculous paſt e? | 
„How can be tall to us of t this 
Manna that fed us, when there | is 
not one of us has ever perceived it 
« fall in this Deſart ? But if SS 
4: really did fall, and it was a natu- 
ral preſervative to life, why would 
ehe perſuade us that it will not 
4 * keep from day to day; and that 


there 
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there is only one day of the week 


in which it can be preſerved to 


© the next; becauſe that day is eon- 


ſecrated by God for a eee * 


© 97 R 
* es would 8 — un- 


doubtedly, the objections the Jews 


5 would have made to Moſes: their 


« not making them, i is a proof, then, 


« that miraculous actions were per- 


« formed by their Legiſlator ; to 
60 whom God lent his power to au- 
« * thoriſe his Miſſion, | 


6 Tanks us examine, in the third 
« place, what can hinder us from 
receiving this Law. They fay 
« it renders Man miſerable; it 
makes his life a perpetual labour; 


« it 
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cc it is inceſſantly tearing from him 
every thing that is deſirable, and 
* conſequently prevents his enjoy- 
ing that happineſs for which he 
* was — 

„Br let us conſider, whether 
vit is the practice of this Law. 
« which makes Man miſerable. | If 
«#9, it muſt be oppoſite to "the 
natural principles which he Finds 
«in his heart: he muſt then 
happy in violating it Yor? I 
* have proved that this = well 
* obſerved, will put all things in 
« their natural order, leaving no 
other pains to Man than thoſe 
* which are inſeparable from Hu- 


* Manity, 
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6 manity. It is not, then, the Law 
| 

1 which is rough, but our corrupt- 

"ed thoughts | which make it ap- 

ce * pear ſo to us. : It is not, chen, re- 


« jecting the Law which can make 
eus happy, but deſtroying the 
* choughts which are oppoſite to 

6 it. It has, indeed, ordered me 
« to combat inclinations which 
are very dear to me; but Expe- 
rience proves that it will coſt me 
*leſs to vanquiſh, than to ſatisfy 
them. It is more eaſy to deſpiſe 
6 the _ honours we have acquired, 

\« and content ourſelves with a 
— little, than to furniſh imaginary 
« wants to infant Luxury. I ſay 
* as much of all the other paſſions, 
| | « without 
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d without excepting that which ap- 
6: pears moſt natural to the Heart 

« of Man, Love. The combats 
< which he muſt ſuſtain to defend 
« himſelf 'againſt it, are leſs pain- 
ful to ſupport, than the ſuſpicions, 
« jealouſy,” defires, and diſguſts, 
*« which almoſt _— er 2. 
bs us cop qua | 

4 0a Hear Sn of 
my Argument! If I riſque no- 
thing in obſerving this Law, what 
„ have 1 not to fear in refuſ- 
ing to ſubmit to it? ſince the 
«ſame Scriptures, which convince 
« me of the Divinity, denounce 
<« eternal vengeance againſt me, if I 
00114 « fulfil 
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< fulfil not the duties there pre- 
c ſcribed me; and if I do not bend 
« my mind to the truths which 
< they have taught. Have I proved 
<« by what I have advanced, the ne- 
& ceſſity and certainty — a * 


« yelation :!“ 


« ] Avr always been ſtruck,“ 
replied Mr. De Laborde, with the 
„ purity' of the Chriſtian Law, and 
“ ſhould certainly adopt its wor- 
„ ſhip as well as its manners, if it 
< was poſſible for me to compre- 
hend its myſteries. Why has 
« God given me reaſon, if I am not 
* to uſe it!“ : 


"ey 
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«Iris enough that ſhe Sod 
© to us the motives for belief, „re- 
turned J, by informing us of Sig 


revealed; and to convince you | 


by your. own reaſoning, remember 
* what you have confeſſed of the 
e imperfection of Human Under- 
e ſtanding, when you agreed that, 
after vain efforts to comprehend 
* the Divinity, and the nature of 
our own 4ouls, the generality of 
Mankind Know. not to what they 
& ſhould. adhere; that every one 
Shas different thoughts on theſe 
+ intereſting ſubjects, and that the 
« Diyinity, would not make the 
„ imperfection of their underſtand- 
e ing criminal. You agreed ſome 

Vol. II. l moments 
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moments before, that there were 
men ho maintained the Eter- 
© nity of Matter, and attributed to 
“ its fortuitous courſe the order of 
me, Univerſe. . This ſentiment 
85 appeared to you very, abſurd: 

15 yours was no leſs ſo to the 
« ſticklers for Matter; Are they 
< culpable, when they refuſe to 
6c honour a Being whom they do 
6 not Know! ? 


« ByT tell me, oy you, 
te they voluntarily ſhut their eyes 


to evidence? Not at all. They 
pretend it is more reaſonable to 
deny the exiſtence of 'a God, 
e than the neceſlity of à worſhip, 
« and a revelation; or rather, that 
: « theſe 
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« theſe | two truths are infeparable, 
*©fince it is more natural to believe 
« there is no God, than to to imagine 
*him without love for his Crea- 
ture, and ſo indolent i 38 
* gards him, as to have neglected to 

i teach him to know and honour his 
© Creator.” I do not fee how the 
« Atheiſt is more culpable than you. 
« Juſtify him, if you juſtify the 
« Deiſt ; or rather frankly acknow- 
_ * ledge the darkneſs of Human 
* Underſtanding, and confeſs in 
this darkneſs the pride of Man, 
« who would equal himſelf with 
his Maker.” 


Havino ſpoken with vehe- 


mence, I ſtopped to hear what Mr. 
I 2 De 
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De Laborde would anſwer; but he 
appeared buried in deep medita- 
tion. I did not chuſe to interrupt 
him, and taking up a book which 
lay on the table, I amuſed myſelf 
with reading about half an hour; 
after which my friend appeared as if 
waking out of a long ſleep. 


&«. I conrtss,” ſaid he, © that 
* the pure Morality contained in 
* the Evangeliſts cannot be enough 
« admired ; Unbelievers are forced 
„to confeſs it has the appearance 
* of the Work of a God, at the 
fame time that they deny him te 
be the Author, But is it not ſuffi- 
« cient to conform to this Mo- 

& rality, 
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< rality, without ſubmitting to own 
2 faith contrary to Reaſon ? 


66 No, — dank aka 1. 
my argument cannot be divided. 
“If there is a God who has pre- 
« ſcribed theſe rules of conduct, it 
« js he who has offered me this faith 
to which my reaſon objects; be- 
« cauſe it is juſt I ſhould yield my 
c boaſted: reaſon, and confeſs it is 
too weak to comprehend the Na- 
« ture of Him who is raiſed infinite- 
ly above my higheſtconceprions,” 


Ma. De Laborde promiſed to 
make ſerious reflections on what I 
had ſaid. The deſire I had of ſee» 


I 3 ing 


4 
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ing him renounce his errors, had 
the power of ſuſpending. my paſ- 
ſion for Madame De Coucy. I re- 
flected in ſolitude on the torments F 
I had ſuſtained in one month, and | 
| I concluded that my pains _ -- 
their ſource. in my want of reſo- 
lution, I prayed to God, with fer- 
vency for new ſtrength, and I roſe 
from the ground where I had pro- 
ſtrated myſelf, with a fixed deſign 
of ſeeking in flight a victory, which 
would be always uncertain while I 
remained in Paris, 


As ſoon as I had formed this re- 
ſolution, I felt peace return to 
my breaſt. I appeared at table 
| with 
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with a ſerene countenance; and my 5 
Uncle teſtifying his joy at this 
change, I took occaſion to tell him, 
that the manner of living at ry 
being quite contrary to my incli- 
nations, my tranquility was the ef- 
felt of a deſign I had formed of 
quitting it, His friendſhip engag- 
ed him to ſpare nothing to keep 
me with him. Seeing me immove- 
able, he begged me to give him 
one month: this was what I could | 
not refuſe, and J reſolved to em- 
ploy it uſefully for Mr. De La- 
borde. 


I visiTED this Friend the next 
day, whom I found ſo changed, that 


I could-ſcarcely know him. 
I 4 «« CoMe, 
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„ Conz, Sir,“ ſaid he, finiſh 
* your, work; 1 have ſpent the 
night in meditating on the great 
6 truths which you have made 
„ known to me; and I am going 
* to make a confeſſion which w1ll, 
| indeed, humble me. I am con- 
« yinced ; and my reflections have 
< had no other object than rumi- 
“ nating on the truth which you 
te have diſcovered to me in a man- 
& ner too clear to leave any room for 
« doubt. However contrary to my 
* reaſon the myſteries of Revealed 
Religion may be, I cannot help 
& thinking them revealed by a God, 
4 to whom I ought to ſacrifice my 
« own wiſdom, I am, then, con- 
| « yinced ; 


Tat TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 121 


c vinced: but how much had I to 
“give up before I could own this, 
even to myſelf? What will it 
„not coſt me to own it to my 
friends, who have hitherto heard 
% me with complacency, and the 
4 greateſt part of whom have adopt- 
« ed my ſentiments? I ſhall loſe 
' their friendſhip, perhaps their 
« eſteem; and I am going to be 
te the object of their raillery, after 
having been their admiration,” 


I rap not much trouble to con- 
vince Mr. De Laborde, that it was 
more glory to confeſs an error, 
than to perſiſt in it through a falſe 
ſhame. He determined courageouſ- 
| "oh 


f 
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ly ; but his example was followed 
only by one of his friends Who, Ike 
him, had adopted new ' opifiions * © 
the reſt häd ſccret reaſons for at- 
taching themſelves to Deiſm: 0 they N 
pitied him firſt, and then accuſed | 
him of weakneſs , but he had cou- 5 
rage to raiſe himſelf above human | ; | 
reſpet, and loſt no occaſion of c con- 


feſſing himſelf deceived, and en. 
deavouring to undeceive others. <P 


8 3 a 9 . 


n _ 
» 4 * . 


I THOUGHT now of preparing for 


1 


my approaching departure. I ſeem- 

ed not to be perfectly free, till 1 = 
quitted an abode which had like to 
have coſt me my innocence ; 3 but 1 


Providence had diſpoſed otherwiſe. 
I im- 
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I imparted my deſign to my friend 
the only thing which rendered it 
painful, was the neceſſity of leav- 
ing him. I made a propoſal to 
him of ſharing my ſolitude, and 
uniting our fortunes, ſo as never 
more to ſeparate. He embraced me 
with tranſport, and told me he 
ſhould ever remember this, preci- 
ous mark of my friendſhip; but 
that he had a daughter, the only 
fruit of his marriage. As my mo- 
« derate fortune,” added he, will 
not permit me to ſettle her equal 
to her birth, I was in hopes ſhe 
« would have had a taſte for a re- 
* ligious houſe, in which ſhe has 
been bred. But though at ſeven- 
7 
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* tcen ſhe has ſenſe above her age, 
ce it has not determined her to em- 
« brace. a ſtate. for which ſhe ex- 
<« prefles an invigcible averſion, 
and I am preparing to have her 
« at home with me,” | 


I was ignorant till now that Mr. 
De Laborde had a daughter, I 
| begged him to let me have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing her. This he 
immediately granted. She was not 
handſome, but her countenance had 
a pleaſing ſomething which cannot 
be deſcribed, and which intereſts 
the beholder at firſt ſight. Her 
Father acquainted her ſhe ſhould 
leave the Conyent the next day; 

but 
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buthe told her; at theſametime, that 
his houſe would be a more auftere 
retreat than that in which ſhe had 
hitherto lived; for that except the 
pleaſure of being with a Father who 
tenderly loved her, her ſituation 
would have nothing agreeable in it 
for a girl of her age accuſtomed to 
ſociety. * 


Sn aſſured Mr, De Laborde, 
that ſhe wiſhed for no other ſatis- 
faction than that of living with him, 
and that ſhe thought herſelf happy 
that his fortune would not permit 
him to engage her in a manner 
which might -be more diſagreeable 
than a Cloiſter, 


Our 
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Ob viſit was ſhort. 'Mademoi- 
ſelle De Laborde was very ſenſible. 
I went out of the parJour full of 


efteem for her but as tranquil 25 
when 1 entered. 3 


*? 


» +4 
3 V * 


Arrex I had 4 my friend, 
1 reproached myſelf with having 
given ſo little attention to his cir- 

cumſtances: I was rich, and what 

better uſe could 1 make of my for- 
tune than to ſhare it with ſo wor- 
thy a Man? I was not of an age 
to diſpeſe of my eſtate; but I had a 
conſiderable ſum, of which I was 
maſter, and reſolved, by a ſecret 
means, ſo as not to offend his deli- 
cacy, to make him partaker of it. 


As 
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As I was willing to profit by | 
2 "the ſhort _ time Which remained | 
"to enjoy the converſation of my 
” friend, I paſſed. all the hours I 
07s, ſteal from my. Uncle at his 
houſe. Every day I diſcovered ſome | 
new good quality in his amiable 
daughter: her diſcourſe was un- 0 
"3 adorned, but full of good ſenſe. 
Her father had neglected nothing | 
in her education „ and tho' he had N | 
intruſted her to the, care of a very 


able Governeſi, he had not paſſed 1 
4 day without ſeeing, her, and in- ö | 


5 
* 


; forming her in ſome uſeful know- 
"ledge. Nature had ſeconded his 
cares, and Mademoiſelle De Laborde 
5 might be called a very accompliſh- 

ed girl. 


— —— ow -———_ 


"Y — 
_ 
* 


* 4 * 
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5 Tus time af taking my 2 
at length arrived. We! ſhed. Une. 
feigned tears, and I made my friend 
protfiiſe to m we, if Providenes | 
furniſhed hien wi ö means of 
placing his Daogitr, | | 
ou foo BY rae ks. ER 

bday: Sl N 15 x * 0 © * | | 


"As 1 ms Cr Ale next 
morning, I took leave of Unals 
and his family, and went To Beck 
early but ſleep ſeemed to fly my eyes. 5 y 
My fofitude, which 1 had wiſhed | 

with ſo much ardour, preſented 
not itſelf with that ſmiling aſpect 
which had before enchanted me. 
Amazed at this alteration, Ler- 
amined the occaſion of it. Made- 


3 De Laborde preſented her- 
ſelf * 
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ſelf then to my mind. I had found 
in her converſation a pure fatisfac- 


tion, exempt from uneaſineſs. I 


was not, in love; but I felt for 
her a tender friendſhip which L was 


not ſenſible of till the moment of 


loſing her. 

„ Wuͥ ar is wanting,” ſaid I, * to 
my happineſs? A virtuous com- 
„ panion is the higheſt felicity, 
% How is it, that I never knew*till 
„now that it was wanting to 


I yassED A great part of the 
night in theſe reflections; but I 
Vol. II. - - was 


« mine 2 | OT Df * 
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was not a little embarraſſed how 
to make my Uncle approve of 
my deſign, What merit could 
recompenſe the want of For- 
tune, in the eyes of a Farmer- 
General ? 


I was employed in theſe thoughts, 
when Mr, De Janſon entered my 
chamber : he had ſpent the night 
in company; and ſeeing it was 
day, in paſling my. apartment, 
he thought he would wake and 
embrace me once more, which 
he could not do without ſhedding 
te s. | 


* WHY 
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© Way wil you quit us?” ſaid 
he. * How comes it that I have 
* not power tb flx you here? Can 
any one at your age chuſe to bury 
himſelf in the Country ?” 

« $12,” ſaid I, . there is a means 
of in me with! you. Con- 
4 ſent to a marriage which will 
make me happy, fitice you hold 
* the place of a father, — have 
& ; 4. right of diſpoſing 5 me.” 


Axb do you tell me you are 
« jn love, my dear Nephew * ſaid 
he, with joy. Who could make 
a conqueſt of you? for ! flatter 
L | K 2 * myſelf 
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« myſelf ſhe will return your paſ- 
« ſion, and that you have conſider- 
ed what is due to your Birth and 
« Fortune.” 


J Au not in love,” replied J, 
<* nor do I know, that I am loved; 
« ] flatter myſelf I am eſteemed. 
« The match which I propoſe is 
* proportionable, with regard to 
« Birth; but I never looked cn 
„Fortune as a thing worth the 
e thinking of by a reaſonable Man, 
* who, without any addition, was 
rich enough to make himſelf 
= and his partner .happy !” 


I THEN 
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I THEN acquainted my Uncle, 
the Lady was Miſs Laborde, and 
begged him to intereſt himſelf in 
my favour. He knew and eſteemed 
tae Father. SIT 


* I CONGRATULATE you on fo 
« judicious a choice,” ſaid he. 
know this young Lady only by 
report; but a daughter whom TI 
© have loſt theſe two years, and 
„ho was bred with her, has. 
given me fo advantageous a pic- 
te ture of her, that I am very deſir- 
e ous of ſeeing her my Niece.” 


I THANKED my Uncle a thou- 
ſand times for his complaiſance ; 


K 3 and 


| 
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and as ſoon as he could viſit with 


good manners, he accompanied me 
to Mr. Del Af „ 


© ; : SE 9 


* 


4 W Co 


'My Hinds was s ſurpriſed. to ſee 
us, and having aſked what pro- 
cured him that happineſs, Mr. De 
Janſon opened the ſubject of our 
viſit. What was the aſtoniſhment 
of Mr. De Laborde! He had never 
remarked any deſire in me towards 
his daughter, and he doubted whe- 
ther he ſhould give credit to it. 
I feared he was not determined 
to render me happy. And can 
* my friend,“ ſaid I, © heſitate to 
become ad F ather « 


cc No, 
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4 No, Sir,“ ſaid he; «I am 
«ſenſible of the honour. you do 
4 my dear Henrietta; but I can 
© hardly perſuade myſelf of a hap- 
© pineſs which exceeds my hopes. 
It is not your Fortune that I 
lock upon; I dare aſſure you, 
« that had I found in an indigent 
man the qualities I have 
& known in you, I ſhould not have 
« heſitated a moment to give him 
my Daughter. I hope ſhe will 
* know your value, and that her 
«6 conduct will never give you rea- 
ce * on to repent your choice.” 


Ma. De Laborde ſent for his 


Daughter, and having afked her if 


ſhe 
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ſhe had no objection to receive a 
huſband from his hands, ſhe re- 
plied, that he had a right to diſ- 
poſe of her; but that if he left 
to her the choice of her ſtate, ſhe 
wiſhed for no other than that ſhe 
was in; and that ſhe looked on the 
neceſſity of being ſeparated from 
him as an evil for which nothing 
could recompenſe. | 


«© THERE is no occaſion for leav- 
* ing your Father,” ſaid I, throw- 
ing myſelf on my knees; con- 
« ſent to my happineſs; 1 hope 
he will make it compleat, in 
_ * promiſing never to quit us.” 


HENRAIETTA 
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HENRIETTA was ſilent. Her 
Father preſſed her to declare her- 
ſelf : ſhe gave me her hand, and 
deſiring me to riſe, aſſured me 
ſhe obeyed, without regret, a com- 
mand which ſhe found ſo con- 
formable to her own inclinations, 


Tunis confeſſion filled my wiſhes. 


No time was loſt; and in eight 
days I became the huſband of 
Henrietta. 


My days glide happily away with 
this worthy wife ; Mr. De Laborde 
ſhares his tenderneſs between us; 


and 
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"66 we experience every day, that 
there is no union ſo happy as that 
which 1s built on the eſteem inſpired 


oy Virtue, 


